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church (see his article in Christian Advocate,
New York, July 26,1855) and indorsed the Colo-
nization Society (see Addresses Delivered in the
Hall of the House of Representatives, Harris-
burg, Pa., 1852). He was also an early advocate
of theological schools and lay representation.
His administration of the Missionary Society
was one of the great epochs in its expansion. His
death from cerebral hemorrhage occurred in New
York, and he is buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery,
Philadelphia.

[John A. Roche, article in Meth. Review. May 1887,
and Life of John Price Durbin (1889) ; Abel Stevens,
editorial in Nat. Mag.. Feb. 1855, and Hist, of M. E.
Church, vol. IV (1867) ; Minutes of Phila. Conference
(1877); Christian Advocate (N. Y.), Oct. 36, 1876;
Harper's Weekly, Nov. u, 1876; N. Y. Times and
N. Y. Tribune, Oct. 20, 1876, are authority for date of
death given above.]                                       H.E. S.

DURELL, EDWARD HENRY (July 14,
i8io-Mar. 29, 1887), jurist, traced his descent
from Norman Huguenot ancestors whose domi-
cile was in the Channel Islands. His father,
Daniel Meserve Durell, a prominent New Hamp-
shire lawyer and chief justice of the court of
common pleas, married on June i, 1800, Elizabeth
Wentworth, a descendant of Elder William
Wentworth, and Edward Durell was their third
son. Born in the "Governor Wentworth house"
at Portsmouth, N. H., he attended Phillips Ex-
eter Academy and proceeded in 1827 to Harvard
College. Graduating in 1831, he read law in his
father's office at Dover, N. H., and was admitted
to the bar in 1834. For a short time thereafter
he practised law at Pittsburg (Grenada), Miss.,
but finally settled at New Orleans, Mar. 27,
1837. Combining a sound knowledge of law and
a rare gift of incisive speech, he quickly acquired
a prominent position at the local bar and influ-
enced the adoption of much-needed reforms in
domestic legislation. His outstanding achieve-
ment in this line was the statute whereby the
Louisiana law that on the death of a father, moth-
er, husband, or wife, the children immediately
obtained possession of one-half of the acquits
and gains of the matrimonial partnership, was
changed so as to give the surviving parent, etc.,
the usufruct of such half. Elected a member of
the New Orleans common council in 1854, he
drafted the city charter which became law in
1856. He was a pronounced Unionist, strenu-
ously opposed the ordinance of secession, and on
its adoption in 1860 retired for a time from pub-
lic life. However, when the Federal troops took
possession of New Orleans in i$62, at the re-
quest of the military governor he drafted the bu-
reau system, of municipal government which was
then inaugurated, and be was appointed presi-
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dent of the bureau of finance. In 1863 he be-
came mayor of the city by military appoint-
ment and the same year was appointed by
President Lincoln United States judge of the
eastern district of Louisiana, his jurisdiction
being extended in 1866 to cover the entire state.
He was president of the State Constitutional
Convention of 1864, being in that year also a del-
egate to the Republican National Convention at
Baltimore. In 1867 he was instrumental in pro-
curing the abandonment of the confiscation policy
as far as it applied to Louisiana. While at Wash-
ington on this mission he was offered by Seward
and declined the post of minister to Austria as
he had two years previously similarly declined an
appointment to the Supreme Court of the United
States tendered to him by Lincoln. He contem-
plated retiring from the bench in 1871, but a "re-
spectful remonstrance" of the Louisiana bar,
wherein he was referred to as "a tried, faithful,
able, learned and incorruptible judge," induced
him to reconsider his decision. He had, through-
out the embittered reconstruction conflict, avoid-
ed open participation or partisanship up to 1872,
but the incidents of the state election of that year
procured for him an unenviable notoriety. Fol-
lowing the voting a serious situation had arisen
owing to the fact that three distinct election
boards claimed the right to canvass the returns.
Since it appeared that the Governor's board,
which in a sense represented the Democratic in-
terests, had completed its canvass and would
function prior to its opponents, Durell, out of
court at his house on Dec. 5, at nine o'clock at
night, issued an unsealed order to the United
States marshal to take possession of the state-
house and to give entrance only to certain au-
thorized persons. This "midnight order" was,
with the aid of Federal troops, immediately car-
ried into effect On the following day in court
Durell declared the Democratic board illegal and
ordered the returns delivered to the "legal"
board, thus enabling the Republicans to obtain
control of the legislature and state government.
To what extent, if any, he acted with the conni-
vance or tacit approval of the Federal adminis-
tration is not known, bat the matter was takes
up in Congress, and the proceedings were inves-
tigated by the Senate Committee on Privileges
and Elections, whose reports condemned his ac-
tion unreservedly, characterizing the interfer-
ence of a Federal judge in a state election as
"without parallel in judicial proceedings'1 (see
House Executive Document No. 91, 42, Ocm&f
3 Sess,; Senate Report No. 457, 42 Oodg;, 3
Sess.). A moTe to institute impearhmait pro-
ceedings against him was terminated toy bis res^
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